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mwxukxmm FOR: Begs' ty Director/ Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Reported AinomUtlei lit Supply 

of Soviet Petroleum 


1# This ncaor noduia is for your information 
is concerned with recoat reports of throe sad 
possibly four abnor ma l 1 tint; in the supply or distri- 
bution of Soviet oil products is widely separated 
locations . Thus far, we have so isforaatioa indi- 
c atin g that these reporta are caused by Soviet 
stockpiling of petroleum or that the distribution 
of petroleum within the hats been disrupted by 
unusual military Movements in connection with the 
Berlin situation. A general requirement request ins 
additional informati on on this subject has been 
tmgmmtitl 



separate Soviet ports recently; in at least two of 
the eases the reason for the delay was stated to be 
a lash of bunker fuel at the particular port, and 
the third involved an unexplained delay at the Black 
Sea oil pert of Tuapse. A Swedish freighter under 
Soviet charter is fcesingrnd since 7 August reportedly 
was unable to obtain SOS toms of bunkers, fhe 
ascend vessel, also a dry-cargo ship under Soviet 
charter, was in Mu rm a nsk from S to 14 August without 
being able to obtain bunker fuel. It was finally 
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three sepaa rate and widely dispersed transportation 
lyitim; Leningrad and durmaask are supplied with 
oil toy rail and sea; Tuapse is supplied toy pipeline; 
and Afghanistan is supplied toy tooth sail and riven 
barge. 



7. At present there is no conclusive evidence 
to explain the shortages noted in the reports dis- 
cussed above. The apparent lack of busker fuel at 
Smutisgrad toumsnsk way have been a temporar y 
situation caused toy heavy traffic on tbs Northern 
Sea Benin. The delay of the Swedish tanker at 
Tuapse probably was temporary as other vessels 
have been loaded there In the past few days and de- 
parted on schedule. The Afghan problem la not un- 
proeeedented and nay have occurred primarily because 
of the primitive systems involved. Although perhaps 
not applicable in all canes, the petroleum require- 
ments of the Soviet harvest — now in fall awing— may 
ggawl *” shipments to certain 

daiiHnatlwiiib wlttoiw tbs W8R. " While none of these 
reasons yrovifk adequate explanation for the re- 
ported :WSnr i tjfe|i| i ths available evidence does not 
suggest more win temporary, local shortages of 
petroleum ip $be USSR, Finally, diversion of either 
PCX* or fragliSbrt facilities to military use, while 
not i^ppaii&Sie, ill not suggested toy presently avail- 
able 
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Assistant Director 
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